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Affects of Alternative Incarceration: The Facts

	As citizens and residents of The United States of America, we pay a hefty price for freedom and good quality of life.  Prices people die for, risk their lives for, and contribute large amounts of their yearly earnings in taxes to supply good roads, funding for schools, and correctional facilities to those who are in need of improvement before entering back in society.  

Alternatives to traditional incarceration

	Incarceration, by definition, is “To imprison or confine one individual who has broken the social norm or law” (Dictionary.com). Those who are traditionally incarcerated, be it in the county jail or state penitentiary, have committed on several different levels, acts in which violate the state and national laws. These acts are punishable by doing time in a correctional facility of some sort.  In a court of law, along with a jury of their peers, the defendant often has options for different levels of plea deals- admittance of a crime in exchange with the court for a lesser sentence, like an alternative incarceration.  These may include, but are not limited to entrance into a lockdown mental facility, which may include periodical visits from friends and family members.  Assignment to a boot camp program is also common, sending the incarcerated to a physically and mentally demanding camp where they learn discipline, honesty, and authority along with keeping a schedule.  Attaching some sort of SCRAM bracelet or tracking device to the convict’s person, house arrest, along with meeting with a probation officer regularly is customary in some situations.  Many convicts who are out in one of these programs may also be assigned to a large amount of community service hours, to pay restitutions to victims who suffered financially or mentally because of the crime, and also pay fines to the city.  These forms of alternative incarceration prove to be a lighter financial burden on the government, in comparison to residents of local jails and prisons.

	Those inmates sentenced to an alternative incarceration are required to abide by strict sets of rules- Obey all laws (petty laws such as jaywalking have landed inmates back in traditional incarceration), abide by all court orders (such as paying fines and restitutions on time and in full amount), report regularly on the scheduled date with your probation officer, report any and all change in employment or address, abstain from use of alcohol and drugs of any kind not otherwise prescribed, submit to alcohol and drug testing, refrain traveling outside the pre-designated jurisdiction, and avoid certain people or places restricted by the court orders of their case.  (Cal 1)

Statistics on Alternative Incarceration

	Imprisonment is an unfortunate future for millions of Americans every year.  
2,266,800 adults were incarcerated in federal and state prisons, and county jails at year-end in 2010 by count of the census.  Bringing that astonishing number into context, that 2.26 million people accounted for 0.7% of the entire adult population in the United States of America at that time.  ("2010 Census Incarceration")  At that same time, another 4,933,667 adults were out on parole from their previous imprisonment.  This brings to total 7,225,800 adult individuals were currently under correctional supervision at the end of 2010- be it currently incarcerated, or under parole supervision- a staggering 3.1% of adults in the U.S. population.  92% of those inmates are male.  This number, as represented in the graph below, has stayed within a close range since 2006, comparing closely to the numbers given for 2010.
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Of the 2.4% of adult Americans that are on parole as of 2010, 90% are currently serving a reduced or alternative sentence to traditional imprisonment in a penitentiary.   Those who are given an alternative sentence- such as entering a mental facility or doing community service are 3 times less likely to reoffend or to commit a violent crime after their full term is served compared to those who serve their full term within prison or jail walls, behind bars.  (Daniel S. 3) Below, the graph illustrates a comparison between 1980-2009 probation and current incarcerations. [image: ]

Incarceration in America’s youth

	A harsh reality is the 70,792 youth- male and female, who are incarcerated or sentence to participate in a disciplinary program due to unlawful behaviors.  This statistic, taken in 2010, is an unkind truth to many parents who find their adolescents in juvenile courts.  The United States incarcerated more of its youth than any other country in the world between 2000-2010.  A real reflection of the larger trends in incarceration practices in the United States the past decade.  Youth in the justice system brings controversy to many taxpayers- due to overcrowding in our jails and prisons, and also harshness and violence that is ever present in youth detention facilities.  Unfortunately, two-thirds of those youth who are sentenced and serve a period of time in a youth detention facility re-enter the system at least once in five years following their incarceration.  Up to 6% of those youth incur life sentences as an adult.  

Convicts entering back into society

	Convicts are sentenced to time in facilities and probation to give them a better sense of responsibility to society, and to enter back in as a functional, respectable, contributing member.  

	The question posed by taxpayers of our nation is, “Where is my money going, and is it doing what it is budgeted to do?”  The statistics found in this subject prove that we are making a positive impact by paying taxes to help fund these programs to re-acclimate convicts into society.  By entering into alternative incarcerations, the courts are giving those who have committed crimes a chance at learning something besides confinement that is displayed in traditional prisons and jails.  Although some offenders, such as those who have committed violent crimes, sex crimes, and crimes against children will never have the option for parole or alternative incarceration, many inmates have changed their lives through enrichment programs.  Although some inmates never complete their alternative incarceration, and continue to reoffend and enter back into the justice system, we as a society hope to find goodness and effectiveness in the courts calculated decisions to give prisoners a chance to grow and mature back into society.  Supporting these programs and voting in officials and judges who believe in alternative incarceration is one step on the eternal ladder to bettering our society and the people within it.  
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