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	In our communities, no matter size or financial situation, language is the key element to establish communication between one another.  The exchange of emotions and inspiration define communities by strengthening them.  But, does introducing another language within these communities build barriers in communication and the way people exchange ideas?  

	Latin-American communities are seen as strong, tight-knit, and thriving compared to many other communities in modern day American neighborhoods.  Many will argue although these communities are strong, the promotion of speaking another language besides English inhibits the learning and integration into the American lifestyle.  Gabriela Kunts brings to light that English-only education, teaching children only to read and write in English improves the ability for people to speak the language without accent, improving life in the United States by eliminating discrimination.  

	The promotion of having ability to speak without an accent is sometimes seen as discriminatory- taking away one’s heritage by removing something that comes naturally to them.  But, it is proven as a fact that the only way someone has an equal opportunity to succeed in life is to be the same as everyone else- not set yourself apart with something that could be seen as problematic, such as a language barrier.  However, knowing a second language may give you a better job and a higher salary at the end of the day.  So, are immigrants such as Latin-Americans stripped of their heritage in all means but basic knowledge of their first language?  How are these immigrants suppose to retain their native language, while integrating into a ‘true’ American lifestyle?

  Some may look at the situation that way, but Miranda Lambrato, a first-generation college graduate in her family would argue otherwise.  “Being completely immersed in English at a young age, and being encouraged to speak it at home gave me an advantage over other Latino children- I was given a fair chance at success in this new country my conforming to the ways of life here.  Being fluent in a language is no different than learning how to navigate the roads, or getting a job in a new country.  It is all part of the process.” (Lambrato, “Benefits of Immersion” p. 2)  

	The argument may be made that complete immersion strips those ethnic communities of their identity, but it is not so.  Language is the cornerstone of acceptance and prosperity, which is essentially the “American Dream”.  Ms. Lambrato’s experiences display the benefits of immersion into the English language- and how it can fulfill the American Dream immigrants come to America to achieve.  

	Introducing a second language into the community does not build barriers or halt the exchange of ideas, but does prove a challenge in balancing heritage and cultural acceptance.  Promotion of learning to read, write, and speak English as often as possible ensures acceptance and equality in the world of Latino, as well as all other immigrant populations.   The need to communicate with a sales associate to find something you need, or the want of confidence in phone calls to inquire about something is something any immigrant would strive for, whether they are new here in America or if I as an American were new in Mexico.
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