 
Brianne Dobson       	 Unit title: Verb Voice & Mood        How long? 10-15 min. each
 
Class: English  		How many lessons? 6  		Grade level:   9        	        	
 
 
I.               Utah State Core Curriculum Standards
a. 	 L9.3a Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening.
 
b. 	Essential Question for the unit as a whole
How can comprehension of verb voice & mood improve our writing? 
 
c. 	 Rationale: Language is a cornerstone of our student’s lives. In any profession, writing clear and coherent pieces contributes to success and advancement of position. In this unit, students will identify and demonstrate proper use of verb voice & mood. Students will analyze and demonstrate the use and benefits of active and passive voice, as well as indicative, imperative, and subjunctive verb moods. 
 
II.              Lesson objective: 
After analyzing proper use of verb voice & mood, SW apply active & passive voice, as well as indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood to their narrative and argumentative essays.
 
III.           Preparation – 
a. 	By teacher: Prepare grade-level sentence examples of active voice, passive voice, indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood use. Prepare powerpoint demonstrating the use of these parts of language. 
b. 	By student: Review parts of a sentence (verb, subject, noun, phrases, clauses… etc.) Review elements of a large & small group discussion.
c. 	Prerequisite knowledge/skills: parts of a sentence (verb, subject, noun, phrases, clauses..etc.), writing complex sentences, argumentative and narrative writing.
 
IV.           Technology:  
Smartboard, computer word processing, iPad
V.             Instructional Procedures: 
a. 	 Lesson #1 – Verb voice: “Active” 
Introduce Verb voice- active & passive (today’s focus: active). Project 2 sentences displaying active voice & passive voice (active voice: Harry ate 6 shrimp at dinner. passive: 6 shrimp were eaten at dinner by Harry.) Discuss: what is the purpose of using active voice over passive voice? (Active voice is used for most non-scientific writing. Using active voice for the majority of your sentences makes your meaning clear for readers, and keeps the sentences from becoming too complicated or wordy. Even in scientific writing, too much use of passive voice can cloud the meaning of your sentences- Purdue Owl)Which exhibits more strength & voice of a sentence? Discuss clarity of using active voice. Modeling: as a class, instructor & SW change 3 sentences from passive to active voice. SW then independently write a paragraph describing their morning, containing 3 active voice sentences in their journal. SW then respond to a journal prompt: What is a benefit of using active over passive voice in your writing? 
b. 	 Lesson #2 – Verb voice: “Passive” 
Continuation of previous lesson/introduce ‘passive voice’. Display same 2 sentences of active & passive voice from lesson #1. (Today’s focus: Passive voice). Discuss: Difference from active voice (Harry ate 6 shrimp at dinner.) from passive voice (6 shrimp were eaten at dinner by Harry.). In a sentence using passive voice, the subject is acted upon; he or she receives the action expressed by the verb. Why may we use passive voice?  (If the object of the action is the most important part of the sentence, that’s when the passive voice becomes your ally. Passive voice can be used to indicate that your readers should be paying attention to the object of the sentence instead of the agent.-thewritepractice.com )The agent performing the action may appear in a "by the..." phrase or may be omitted. activity: acting out passive voice. (students will act out dramatized sentences to show the use of passive vs active voice “The shrimp were eaten by Harry” someone plays the shrimp, being gobbled up. “Harry ate the shrimp.” someone plays Harry eating shrimp, focusing on Harry but not the shrimp.) SW perform active vs passive voice sentences for the class. SW return to their seats and write 2 original passive voice sentences where the object of the sentence is the reader’s primary focus.
 
c. 	 Lesson #3 – Verb Mood: “Indicative” 
Introduce Verb mood. Display examples of indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood. (today’s focus: indicative mood) display Powerpoint:
 Indicative: Most Common
· He was here.
· I am hungry.
· She will bring her books.
Imperative: Verbs that express commands or requests.
· Be here at seven o’clock.
· Cook me an omelette.
· Bring your books with you.
Subjunctive: When verbs show something contrary to fact.
· If he were here… (Implied: but he’s not.)
· I wish I had something to eat. (Implied: but I don’t.)
· It would be better if you had brought your books with you. (Implied: But you didn’t.)
Discuss: Indicative. SW play a powerpoint game where they will positively identify indicative sentences. 
As a class, I will model & students will participate in writing out 2 indicative sentences about the upcoming Christmas holiday. 
SW independently write 1 paragraph containing 2 original indicative sentences describing what  gifts they would like to open on Christmas morning. SW pair-share in class. 
d. 	 Lesson #4 – Verb Mood: “Imperative” 
Continuation of ‘verb mood’. Today’s focus: Imperative. Display same 3 examples of indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood from lesson #3. 
display Powerpoint:
 Indicative: Most Common
· He was here.
· I am hungry.
· She will bring her books.
Imperative: Verbs that express commands or requests.
· Be here at seven o’clock.
· Cook me an omelette.
· Bring your books with you.
Subjunctive: When verbs show something contrary to fact.
· If he were here… (Implied: but he’s not.)
· I wish I had something to eat. (Implied: but I don’t.)
· It would be better if you had brought your books with you. (Implied: But you didn’t.)
Large group discussion: imperative verb mood. When may we use imperative mood? (giving orders, expressing requests & commands, call to actions in argument or persuasive writing) When should we not use imperative mood? (some forms of academic writing). Large group activity: SW read from scripts giving imperative commands or requests to other group members. SW be required to highlight the imperative verbs as a group. SW share as a group an imperative command for the class.
SW independently write in their journals 1 paragraph addressed to Santa Clause, demanding, requesting, or commanding their christmas gift preferences. In the paragraph, SW use 2 or more imperative commands. SW pair-share in class. 
e. 	Lesson #5 – Verb Mood: “Subjunctive” 
Continuation of ‘verb mood’. Today’s focus: Subjunctive. Display same 3 examples of indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood from lessons #3 and #4. 
display Powerpoint:
 Indicative: Most Common
· He was here.
· I am hungry.
· She will bring her books.
Imperative: Verbs that express commands or requests.
· Be here at seven o’clock.
· Cook me an omelette.
· Bring your books with you.
Subjunctive: When verbs show something contrary to fact.
· If he were here… (Implied: but he’s not.)
· I wish I had something to eat. (Implied: but I don’t.)
· It would be better if you had brought your books with you. (Implied: But you didn’t.)
Large group discussion: When do we use subjunctive voice? (when verbs show something contrary to fact, or imply certain things which are not known or truthful.) 
Group practice: 
If I were hungry, I would come down for dinner. 
I wish I had known the assignment was due today. 
I would have come to the party, but I wasn’t feeling well. 
SW apply subjunctive mood to their text by pairing up and finding 1 subjunctive sentence in the class text which was assigned for homework, “Of Mice and Men”. (Example: “She looked as if she were sick.”) Share findings with class.
SW edit and rewrite their previous paragraph from lesson #4 to reflect 2 subjunctive mood terms. SW respond to the prompt: How may subjunctive mood discredit or call to question a statement in my writing? Is it ok to use in argumentative & scientific writing of fact? 
f.	Lesson #6- Wrap Up- Verb Voice & Mood 
Review Powerpoint (created previously for my language mini-lesson): 
Two voices of the verb:
Active - Verbs in the active voice show the subject acting.
Tom stirred the soup.
Passive - Verbs in the passive voice show something else acting on the subject.
The soup was stirred by Tom.
Let’s Practice:
Jason painted the picture. Active
The picture was painted by Jason. Passive
The lawn was mowed by Angie. Passive
Anglie mowed the lawn. Active
Caroline walked the path. Active
The path was walked by Caroline. Passive
Verb Mood
Indicative: Most Common
· He was here.
· I am hungry.
· She will bring her books.
Imperative: Verbs that express commands or requests.
· Be here at seven o’clock.
· Cook me an omelette.
· Bring your books with you.
Subjunctive: When verbs show something contrary to fact.
· If he were here… (Implied: but he’s not.)
· I wish I had something to eat. (Implied: but I don’t.)
· It would be better if you had brought your books with you. (Implied: But you didn’t.)
I need some help. Indicative
Help me! Imperative
If I were smart, I’d call for help. Subjunctive
As homework over Christmas break, students will be asked to write a 1-page personal narrative using active & passive voice, as well as indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood describing their holiday break. 
VI.           Accommodations for Diverse Learners: Unit as a Whole
· Large Group Discussions 
· Smart Board Display of Documents 
· Modeling 
· Varying difficulty of language examples 


VII.         Evaluation – Unit as a whole
·      Formative:  Classroom discussions, pair share & smartboard hands-on activities for labeling, identifying, and producing examples of active & passive voice, along with indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood. 
·      Summative:  
SW rewrite and construct sentences to reflect proper active & passive voice, as well as indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood over the span of 5 language mini-lessons. 
To sum up the unit, SW compose 5 original sentences demonstrating & distinguishing active voice, passive voice, indicative, imperative, and subjunctive mood. 

